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Minutes of the December 21, 2009 

Dial Radio Club Meeting 
 

Attendance 

N8DHW, WB8DPZ, WA8DTU, W8EH, KD8GXD, KI8I, 
W8ISZ & Marg, W8LKU, N8LRN, WB8MYT, WA8PRA, 
N8QF, NR8R, K8RJH, N8TFH, KC8TXA, KD8W, W8WCQ 
& Ginny, WB8WKL & Barb, N8YFQ & Linda 

Call to order: 

 The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by Don, 

WA8DTU.   Don thanked everyone for their help over the past 

two years.   

Secretary’s Report: 

 Reading of the secretary’s report was dispensed with, since 

it was published in the newsletter.   

Treasurer’s Report: 

 The Treasurer’s report was read and approved despite 1 

nay vote. There are 89 members from 64 families. 

Repeater/Station Report: 

 Ernie, W8EH, reported that the repeater system had not 

changed in the past month and everything was working OK. 

There was a question about why the repeater ID’s twice on some 

occasions.  Ernie stated that it was a software problem. 

Activity Report: 

Lori, W8LKU, said there might be a possibility of a tour of 

TV station WDTN in Dayton if there was any interest. Many of 

those present were interested. Jason, KD8GXD, will try to make 

the arrangements. Lori said there will be a net on Christmas Eve, 

and Jason said there will also be a net on New Year’s Eve.  

Classes and Exams: 

 Beverley reported (in a message to the Acting Secretary) 

that an Amateur Extra Class course is scheduled to begin on 

January 13
th

 and run until April. The class meets from 6 until 9 

pm on Wednesdays at Verity Lodge, Miami University 

Middletown. Due to the extensive preparation, we would like to 

have a good number of students ( at least 5) in order to justify 

the course. Anyone interested in the course should contact 

Beverley. 

Old Business 

 None. 

New Business 

 Ernie, W8EH, made a motion and Bob, K8RJH, 

seconded to get the same spots in the flea market area that 

Dial has had in past years.   Motion was approved. 

 

 Don, WA8DTU, requested 3 people to serve as the 

annual audit committee.  Roy, N8LRN, and Jason, KD8GXD, 

and Bob, K8RJH, volunteered to serve as the audit committee. 
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 The nominating committee report placed Bob, NR8R, 

for President;  Dave, KD8W, Vice. President;  Barney, N8HP, 

Secretary; Ron, N8QF, Treasurer;  Lori, W8LKU, Activities 

Director.   Jim, W8ISZ, motioned a close to nominations and 

Ernie, W8EH, seconded.  Ron, N8QF, made a motion to cast a 

unanimous ballot for those nominated and Jim, W8ISZ 

seconded.  All present approved ( and with that, the train left 

the railroad station). 

Adjournment: 

 Ernie, W8EH, reported that the repeater system had not 

changed in the past month and everything was working OK. 

There Dave, KD8W, made a motion to adjourn and Willowdean, 

N8TFH, seconded,  all yea, at 1929 EST. 

 

Minutes by Jim, W8ISZ  

Acting Secretary 

 

 

 

Vernon Stanfill, NZ8K, SK 

 It is with deep regret that we note the passing of Vernon, 

NZ8K (formerly N8FLZ) of Fort Gay, West Virginia on October 

10, 2009.  His obituary is given in another section. 

 Vernon was a native of Middletown, and had been a long-

time member of Dial Radio Club.  Although he lived out of 

town, he always came in to operate during Field Day, and to join 

us at Hamvention.  He was with us during Field Day last 

summer, and came unexpectedly to a club meeting last year. 

 I would like to mark his passing with some anecdotes about 

interesting moments with Vernon that were witnessed by 

members of the Dial community.  Indented regions are quotes 

sent to the Secretary by Dial members, whose name follows.  

The first was witnessed by Lorrie, WA8LKU, and Ed, KF8PD.  

Vernon would often arrive after 11:00 pm on Saturday of Field 

Day and begin operating when others were retiring for the day.  

He would operate as long as possible and then fall to sleep.  

Lorie and Ed were working the late night shift in Bob’s, 

KC8DUX,  motorhome while Vernon sat in one of the nearby 

chairs. Vernon fell asleep while Lorie and Ed continued to work 

stations.  At one point (much before it was fashionable for young 

people), Vernon was playing “air guitar” in his sleep. 

“Another "precious moment", from the same Field 

Day that he played air guitar in his sleep-Vern and I 

were working the station.  We worked a station in 

Texas-N5UDE.  We chuckled about the call, then 

found out it was the callsign of a naturalist radio 

club!   

  

RIP Vern.  You will be greatly missed my friend.” 

  Lorie, W8LKU  

  

Witnesses reported finding Vernon asleep in front of the mike 

around 5:00 am with his face on the keyboard and impressions 

of the keys on his forehead when they got up to refill the 

generator.   

 During one of the contests that we ran at Ed (KF8PD) and 

Sandi’s (AB8LA) place, Ed’s amplifier was loaded to the legal 

limit and connected to the ladder we use at Field Day.  Vernon 

was actively working stations up and down the 40 meter band.  

He worked a station that he also wanted to work under his call, 

so he waited a few moments and called the other station using 

NZ8K (without turning the amplifier off).  He had to work hard 

to remember the report for his call, so he stumbled a bit with the 

report remembering what came next.  At the end came the part 

that indicated he was operating QRP !  The other operator came 

back with “that’s a mighty big signal for QRP”.  Vernon realized 

what he had done, and Ed started laughing and we all joined in.  

Vernon will be missed. 

“LOL! The air guitar in Yauch's motor home is a 

classic. Lorie and I laughed so hard and still tried 

to continue making contacts. We'd make one, laugh 

a while, make another.  If we only knew what song 

it was!   The "Mighty Big Signal for QRP" was 

hilarious as well. Our memories of Vern are 

nothing but  positive.” 

Ed, KF8PD 

 

Obituary for Vernon Stanfill  

Vernon R. Stanfill 56 of Fort Gay, WV passed away Saturday 

October 10, 2009 from a sudden illness. 

Vern was born July 5, 1953 at Middletown, Ohio, the son of 

Margaret Harding Stanfill and the late Joe Stanfill. He worked at 

radio station WVKY in Louisa, KY, was a dispatcher for the 

Louisa Police Department, was very instrumental in starting 

WFGH radio at Tolsia High School serving as the radio engineer 

and broadcasting teacher at the time of his death. He was a 

active member of the Fort Gay Fire Department for 32 years 

known by many as Unit 499. Vern loved Ham Radio his call 

letters being NZ8K, and was of the Baptist Faith. 

In addition to his mother, he is survived by a brother and sister-

in-law Donald K. and Mary Stanfill of Twas, Michigan; a niece 

Amanda Stanfill also of Twas, Michigan; a loving companion 

Janie Cardwell of Fort Gay, WV; his adoptive family Jennifer 

and husband Randy Thompson and children Nicole and Randa, 

Dennis and wife Sandy and children Shawn and Miranda Crum; 

two special little buddies Blake and Brady Cook; a very special 

friend and co-worker Hazel Damron. Vern will be sadly missed 

by his co-workers, friends, students, and all who knew him. 

A Memorial Service and Eulogies will be held at the Tolsia High 

School Gymnasium on Thursday October 15th at 2:30 pm.. 

Honors will be presented by members of the Fort Gay Fire 

Department. Friends may call from 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm 

Wednesday at the Wilson Funeral Home. 
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News and Information  

 

2009 Sees Surge of New Amateur Radio Licensees 

This past year was a banner year for new Amateur 

Radio licensees. According to ARRL VEC Manager Maria 

Somma, AB1FM, the FCC issued more than 30,000 new ham 

radio licenses. "In 2009, the demand for Amateur Radio exam 

sessions remained elevated and is still running at a higher rate 

than before the FCC's restructuring of the license requirements 

in 2007," Somma said. "This high level of exam session activity 

has produced an elevated influx of new applications, far 

outpacing recent years." 

A total of 30,144 new licenses were granted in 2009, an 

increase of almost 7.5 percent from 2008. In 2005, 16,368 new 

hams joined Amateur Radio's ranks; just five years later, that 

number had increased by almost 14,000 -- a whopping 84 

percent! The ARRL VEC is one of 14 VECs who administer 

Amateur Radio license exams. 

ARRL Full Story 

 

BAND PLAN FOR THE CONSIDERATE 

OPERATOR 
 

Two Meter Band Plan: (20 khz spacing below 146 mhz, 15 khz 

above) 

 

144.00-144.10  CW & EME operation      ----

NO SSB or FM 

144.10-144.20  EME, Weak signal SSB 

operation ----NO FM 

144.20   National SSB calling 

frequency ----NO FM 

144.20-144.275  General SSB operation          -

---NO FM 

144.275-144.30  Propagation beacon operation   

----NO FM 

144.31-144.49  * FM Simplex (144.34 ATV, 

144.39 APRS) 

144.51-144.89 +---  FM Repeater inputs 

144.91-145.09 Ś    Packet, digital & FM simplex 

operation 

145.11-145.49 +--> FM Repeater outputs 

145.51-145.80  * FM simplex, packet, 

experimental and misc. 

145.80-146.00      OSCAR SSB & CW sub-band 

- SATELLITE USE ONLY 

146.01-146.385 +--- FM Repeater inputs 

146.40-146.595 Ś*   FM Simplex operation 

146.61-146.985 +--> FM Repeater outputs 

147.00-147.39 +--> FM Repeater outputs 

147.405-147.585Ś*   FM Simplex operation 

147.60-147.99 +--- FM Repeater inputs 

    * FM simplex areas 

 

 

Suggested FM simplex channels: (15 khz spacing) 

 

146.40 146.49 146.58 147.48 147.57 

146.415 146.505 146.595 147.495 147.585 

146.43 #146.52 147.405 147.51 

146.445 146.535 147.42  147.525 

146.46 146.55 147.435 147.54 

146.475 146.565 147.465 147.555 

 NOTES-- 

   146.52 is the National calling frequency, make contact and 

move to another recognized simplex channel 147.45 & 144.34 

are ATV repeater audio channels. 

  

Other optional simplex channels: (20 KHz spacing) 

 (you may find packet or other operations on these frequencies) 

 

145.51 145.61 145.71 144.31 144.41 

145.53 145.63 145.73  144.43 

145.55 145.65 145.75  144.45 

145.57 145.67 145.77 144.37 144.47 

145.59 145.69 145.79  144.49 

 (144.34 is used for ATV coordination & audio in Dayton) 

  

NOTE: 

Per FCC Rule 97.305, you may operate ONLY CW below 

144.100 MHz. 

 

W8EH & WA8DTU 

 

Thanks for all of the news and articles! Keep them coming! 

Don’t forget the nets, Thursday at 9pm. 

KD8GXD 
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Minutes of the January 18, 2010 

Dial Radio Club Meeting 
 

Attendance 

K8CM, WA8DTU, W8EH, N8GGE, KD8GKL & 
Amy, KD8GXD, N8HP, KI8I, W8ISZ & Marg, 
W8LKU, KD8MSE, WB8MYT, N8OZN, 
WA8PRA, N8QF, NR8R & Barb, K8RJH, 8TFH, 
W8WCQ & Ginny, KB8WKL & Barbara, 
W8WLM, KC8WOF, N8YIG & Becky 

 

Call to order: 

 The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by 

Bob, NR8R. 

Secretary’s Report: 

 A motion to dispense with the reading of the 

Secretary’s Report was made by Lorie, W8LKU and 

seconded by Carl, K8CM.  The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

  

Membership: 

 Ron, N8QF, presented an application by Sam 

Bicknell, KD8MSC for membership in Dial.  The 

application was sponsored by Lorie, W8LKU, and 

Jason, KD8GXD.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Welcome Sam! 

 

 Treasurer’s Report: 

 Ron, N8QF gave the Treasurer’s Report along 

with the annual statement of the details of Dial’s 

finances.  Ron noted that as of meeting day seven 

members had not yet renewed.  Barney, N8HP, 

moved that the report be accepted, and Don, 

WA8DTU seconded.  The motion passed with one 

nay. 

 

Repeater/Station Report: 

 Ernie, W8EH, reported that everything was 

working OK.  
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Activity Report: 

Lori, W8LKU, reminded everyone to check into 

the Dial Intercom Net on Thursday at 9:00 pm.  She 

and Jason would like the company. 

Classes and Exams: 

 Beverley reported that the Extra Class course had 

met on the first night and had been canceled due to 

low attendance.  Several of the instructors had 

expressed a desire to have five or more students 

before running a course for Extra due to the work 

involved in preparation.  Beverley reported that it is 

likely that a Technician class will begin on March 10 

and end just befor the April 21 exam.  Spring exams 

will be on February 10 and April 21 at Verity Lodge, 

Miami University Middletown.  Registration begins at 

6:00 and the exams will likely start about 6:30. 

 

Old Business 

 The check has been written to reserve the usual 

Dial spaces at Hamvention during the weekend of 

May 15. 

New Business 

 Barney, N8HP, moved and Carl, K8CM seconded 

a motion from the club asking Ernie, W8EH, to make 

reservations for Smith Park for Field Day 2010.  The 

motion passed unanimously.  

 The report of the Audit Committee was postponed 

until the February meeting as the Chair of the 

Committee was not present at the January meeting. 

  

Adjournment: 
 Ron, N8QF, moved and Gordon, KI8I, seconded a 

motion to adjourn at 7:16 pm.  The motion passed. 
 

Barney Taylor, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News And Information 

SUNSPOT WATCH: Sunspot 1045 is fading away, but 

sunspot 1046 is rapidly growing to take its place as behemoth du 

jour.  

 

 

 

Both sunspots pose a threat for isolated M-class solar flares. 

According to NOAA, the total probability of such an eruption in 

the next 24 hours is 30%. The chief effect of M-flares on Earth 

is to ionize our planet's upper atmosphere. This can alter the 

normal propagation of radio signals, boosting some frequencies 

while suppressing others. Radio listeners should be alert for 

blackouts and sudden ionospheric disturbances (SIDs). 

www.spaceweather.com 
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10th US ARDF National Championships 

 

Robert Frey 
 

  
 

 
 

Join our group of sponsors at a Gold, Silver or Bronze level. 

Bronze: $25 Donation - Listed as a Sponsor on our web site and in our program. 

Silver: $50 Donation - Get a commemorative T-Shirt and listing on our Web and in our program. 

Gold: $100 and Above - Your logo or Call added to the Commemorative T-shirt, one for you plus listings on our Web and in our 
program. 
 
Note:  Made donations payable to “OH-KY-IN ARS” and mark they for 2010 ARDF Championships. 

The 2010 US ARDF Championship committee is actively seeking sponsors to assist with defraying the expense of hosting this 
national event.  It would be our privilege to add your name or logo to our event T-shirt and include you in our list of sponsors. 
Monetary contributions are deductible as contributions to a nonprofit, 501C3, organization. Should you decide to assist with this 
endeavor please feel free to contact any member of the organizing committee.  

Your contribution will help defray the cost of T-shirts, orienteering materials, awards, fees for use of venues, programs, 
refreshments, maps, etc.   

We greatly appreciate your taking time to review this information and hope that you will join us in helping to host an event that 
competitors will always remember. 

Final date for inclusion of your logo, or call sign on our Commemorative T-Shirt is April 15th. Programs with our sponsors will go 
to print May 1st. 

Please feel free to visit the official event website at http://www.usardf2010.com for more information. 

Respectfully, Co Chairs 

          Robert Frey, WA6EZV                                     Richard Arnett, WB4SUV 
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The February meeting was canceled by the President, NR8R, due to 
heavy snow which caused a countywide snow emergency, with the 
request that timely information relative to Dial be sent via email. 

 

 

 

News and Information 

 

ARRL Field Day : 2010 Field Day Packets Now 

Available 

 

It's never too early to start planning for Field Day! 

 

It's that time of year again -- time to start gearing up for ARRL 

Field Day, June 26-27, 2010! ARRL's flagship operating event -- 

always held the fourth full weekend in June -- brings together 

new and experienced hams for 24 hours of operating fun. Field 

Day packets are now http://www.arrl.org/contests/forms/fd-

2010-packet.pdf available for download and include the 

complete rules (including changes for 2010), as well as other 

reference items such as forms, ARRL Section abbreviation list, 

entry submission instructions, a Frequently Asked Questions 

section, guidelines for getting bonus points, instructions for 

GOTA stations, a kit to publicize your event with the local press 

and more. 

Carl K8CM/DIAL Reflector 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dial Radio Technician Classes  

March 10 – April 14, 2010 

6:00-9:00 PM 

Verity Lodge, Miami University Middletown 
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Death Notice N8LRP (sk) 

WAGNER, Todd L. 39, of Middletown, died 

Tuesday, February 23, 2010, at University Hospital. 

He was born in Middletown on August 20, 1970 the 

only child of parents Leslie Van and Patricia Anne 

(Casteel) Wagner. Todd was a 1988 graduate of 

Middletown High School and in 1993 he married 

Dawn Daniel. He was employed at Xerox in Monroe 

for 17 years and served as their union steward. He 

was an active member of the Loyal Order of Moose 

#501 and was a skilled HAM radio operator, call sign 

N8LRP, reaching worldwide. Todd recently joined 

the Catholic church and was baptized and confirmed 

into the church December 22, 2009. Mr. Wagner is 

survived by his wife, Dawn; parents, Les & Pat 

Wagner; mother & father in-law, James R. & Vicki 

Daniel; grandmother, Nellie Wagner; brother-in-law, 

Bryan (Kim) Daniel and their sons; aunts, Janet Sue 

(Will) Bussman, Donna Hensley and Rebekah "Sissy" 

(Larry "Unkie") Hasty; uncle, Jim Wagner; and 

numerous cousins. He was preceded in death by his 

grandparents, Henry "Poppy" Wagner and Joseph & 

Kedith Casteel; aunts, Betty (Tommy) Meadows and 

Betty Wagner; cousin, Keith Salyers; and beloved 

dogs, Bowser & Bo. The family wishes to extend 

their thanks to Dr. Dennis Min and Dr. Mark Rudich 

for their loving care. 

 

Radio Club de Chile Lists Emergency Frequencies, 

E-mail Address 

Radio Club de Chile (RCCH) President Dr Galdino Besomi, 

CE3PG, reports that the situation in Chile is “very complex” as 

the country suffers aftershocks registering 6.0 or higher after the 

8.8 magnitude earthquake that hit Chile on February 27. “Red 

Chilena Nor Austral de Servicio (RECNA) and RCCH networks 

are working in coordination whit the Army of Chile, handling 

information about people localization, condition of roads and 

support for the emergency administration,” IARU Region 2 

(Area G) Emergency Coordinator Jorge Sierra, LU1AS, told he 

ARRL. He has asked the amateur community to keep the 

following frequencies free from non-essential, emergency 

traffic: 14.200, 7.050, 7.095 and 3.738 MHz. “Other frequencies 

could be in use, especially on 40 meters. Before using any 

frequency it is very important to make sure it’s free,” he advised. 

The RCCH has set up an e-mail address where people can 

request information concerning people affected by the 

earthquakes. 

Link to this item 

ARRL 

FCC Seeks Comments for Blanket Waiver to 

Allow Amateur Radio in Hospital Emergency 

Drills 

In February 2010, the American Hospital Association (AHA) 

filed a request with the FCC for a blanket waiver of Section 

97.113(a)(3) of the Commission's Rules "to permit hospitals 

seeking accreditation to use Amateur Radio operators who are 

hospital employees to transmit communications on behalf of the 

hospital as part of emergency preparedness drills." On March 3, 

the FCC issued a Public Notice -- WP Docket 10-54 -- seeking 

comments if the Commission "should grant AHA's request for a 

blanket waiver of Section 97.113(a)(3) to permit amateur 

operators who are hospital employees to participate in 

emergency drills that are conducted by hospitals for 

accreditation purposes and that are not government-

sponsored."Section 97.113(a)(3) specifically prohibits amateur 

stations from transmitting communications "in which the station 

licensee or control operator has a pecuniary interest, including 

communications on behalf of an employer." 

Full Story 

ARRL 

 

Hamvention® Awards Deadline Is March 15 

There are only a few days left to nominate individuals and clubs 

for the 2010 Dayton Hamvention® awards. While the Special 

Achievement Award, Technical Excellence Award and Amateur 

of the Year Award have been given for many years, Hamvention 

Awards Chairman Frank Beafore, WS8B, told the ARRL that in 

2010, the Hamvention Awards Committee will also present a 

special award to the Amateur Radio Club of the Year. That 

award is tied to this year’s Hamvention theme, Amateur Radio 

Clubs Worldwide: The Lifeline. March 15 is the deadline for 

nominations for all four awards; winners will be notified in April 

and publicly honored at the 2010 Dayton Hamvention in 

May. Information on how to nominate a person or club for these 

awards is available at on the Dayton Hamvention Web site. Take 

this opportunity to recognize a special individual or club for 

their efforts on behalf of Amateur Radio. 

Link to this item 

ARRL 
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Minutes of the March 15, 2010 

Dial Radio Club Meeting 
 

Attendance 

K4BQE, K8CM, WA8DTU, KC8DUX & Mary Ann, W8EH, 
N8GGE, KD8GXD & Nathaniel, N8HP, KI8I, W8ISZ & 
Marg, KB1KDW, KD8MSC, KC8NHP, N8QF, NR8R, 
W8WCQ & Genny, W8WLM, N8YFQ & Linda 

Call to order: 

 The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Bob, 

NR8R. 

Secretary’s Report: 

 A motion to dispense with the reading of the Secretary’s 

Report was made by Jason, KD8GXD, and seconded by Dave, 

N8YFQ.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Treasurer’s Report: 

 Ron, N8QF gave the Treasurer’s Report.  Ron noted 

that as of meeting day Dial’s membership consists of 80 

individuals representing 59 families.  Barney, N8HP, moved 

that the report be accepted, and Carl, K8CM, seconded.  The 

motion passed unanimously. 

 

Repeater/Station Report: 

 Ernie, W8EH, reported that he had changed the time on the 

repeater’s clock to reflect Daylight Savings Time.  Otherwise, 

the repeaters are ―doin’ ok‖. 

Activity Report: 

Don, WA8DTU, reminded everyone to check into the Dial 

Intercom Net on Thursday at 9:00 pm.  Lorrie and Jason would 

like the company. 

Classes and Exams: 

 Beverley reported that the Technician course had met on the 

first night and had been canceled due to a lack of attendance.    

Beverley reported that the next exam session will be on April 21 

at Verity Lodge, Miami University Middletown.  Registration 

will begin at 6:00 and the exams will likely start about 6:30.  

The next exam sponsored by Dial will be in August. 

Old Business/New Business - Hamvention 

 Ernie, W8EH, reported that a repeater has been loaned to 

the Club for use at Hamvention.  This repeater is more power 

hungry than the old one, so the battery might have to be 

recharged each night.  He also reported that the tickets for 

Hamvention have arrived.  Dial will again have spaces 3201-4 

and Ron, N8QF, will have spaces 3204-6. 

 Dial will again provide coffee, water and soft drinks for 

members.  Ron, N8QF, announced that there WILL be donuts at 

Hamvention!   
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 New Business 

 Field Day was the topic of the remaining new business.  

Ernie, W8EH, reported that the application form for Smith Park 

had grown to five pages, and that he had dotted the i’s and 

crossed the t’s on the form.  Bob, NR8R, asked about the ARRL 

Field Day Packet.  No one in attendance had yet looked at it.  

There was some discussion of a Field Day Committee.  Since all 

of the easy targets ducked, Barney, N8HP, suggested that the 

committee consist of those who bring a station to be operated 

and anyone else that would like to participate.  Persons identified 

were W8EH (phone), KD8W (CW), W8ISZ (GOTA), N8HP (6 

m), and whoever will be bringing the second phone station. 

  

Adjournment: 
 Brian, KC8NHP, moved and Dave, N8YFQ, seconded a 

motion to adjourn at 7:19 pm.  The motion passed. 

 

Barney Taylor, Secretary 

 

 

News and Information 

 

Amateur Radio License Exams 

An examination session in Technician, General and Extra Class 

Amateur 

Radio Operator's License will be conducted on Wednesday 

evening, April 21, 6:30 PM. in the Verity Lodge Miami 

University-Middletown, Middletown, OH. 

 

Doors will open for registration at 6 PM.   Please plan to arrive 

early as all registration activities must be completed by 7 PM. 

 

Applicants must furnish the original and one photocopy of their 

current license (if any), original and one photocopy of any 

certificates of successful completion of examination (CSCE) 

they may hold, positive (photo) identification, social security 

(TIN) or Licensee ID number (FRN), and the test fee of $15. 

 

NCVEC Form 605, Application for License, will be available at 

the test site.  Map to exam site and/or NCVEC 605 form 

available from K8CM for SASE.   

 

 

Special examination accommodations must be requested at least 

two weeks prior to the test date. 

 

Additional information may be obtained from Carl Morgan, 

K8CM,

 

For your convenience, talk-in will be available on 146.61 (-600), 

77Hz PL. 

 

 

 

Ham Radio Growing In The Age Of Twitter 

April 5, 2010  

Only a few years ago, blogs listed ham radio alongside 35 mm 

film and VHS tape as technologies slated to disappear. 

They were wrong. 

Nearly 700,000 Americans have ham radio licenses — up 60 

percent from 1981, a generation ago. And the number is 

growing. 

Ham radio will never have the sex appeal of the iPhone, but it 

does have a certain nerd appeal, says Allen Weiner, an analyst at 

the technology research firm Gartner. 

"If it creates its own experience, that's really what's key here," he 

says. "If it just emulates an experience that you can get online, 

it's not going to grow." 

Newcomers to ham radio include Helen Schlarman, 89, who has 

a compact, two-way radio in her home in suburban St. Louis. 

She looks up a friend across town by pushing the talk button, 

announcing the letters and numbers of his call sign (W-0-S-J-S), 

and then announcing her own (W-0-A-K-I). 

Steve Schmitz's voice crackles through Schlarman's radio.  

"Hi Helen, how you doing, W-0-S-J-S?" he says, ending his 

response with his own call letters.  

Many "hams," as they're known, hang postcards from global 

contacts on their walls, the way hunters show off deer antlers, 

but Schlarman's chats are mostly local. She says this hobby is 

perfect for an outgoing person who spends a lot of time inside. 

"It's a different community," she says. "There [are] no 

stereotypes of age; it's just talking and sharing and enjoying." 

Until recently, ham radio was declining as older operators died. 

Then the Federal Communications Commission phased out the 

Morse code test that many saw as a stumbling block to getting a 

license. Last year more than 30,000 new applicants signed up to 

become ham radio operators, according to Maria Somma, an 

official with the American Radio Relay League. 

At a ham radio convention near St. Louis, the crowd swapping 

antenna parts and other equipment is mostly male, and over 50. 

But 15-year-old Jonathan Dunn is attending along with his 

father. He says Facebook and texting are fun, but making friends 

using a $200 radio that doesn't come with monthly fees is more 

rewarding. 

"With ham radio you can talk to new people, all kinds of ages, 

races, and it's just amazing what a little radio can do. Because no 

matter where you're at, if you have the right stuff and the right 

power you can talk to anyone," he says.  

Jonathan's dad, Steve Dunn, says the polite chitchat between 

ham radio operators is good for teenagers. "If young people have 



 

Dial Radio Club, Middletown, OH 

the opportunity to communicate with a wide range of people, 

that instills a certain amount of confidence in their ability to 

carry on the lost art of small talk," he says. 

Even the most die-hard hams concede that amateur radio will 

never be a mainstream hobby. With smart phones and other 

devices, people are more plugged in to the Internet than before. 

But people are still discovering the joy of communicating with a 

technology that's existed for nearly a century.  

NPR 

Click here for full story 

 

 

 

Letter to the Editor 

Dear Jason, 

  

I am a cadidate for this years Ohio Section Manager election.  

My nomination forms have been received at and accepted by 

ARRL HQ.  So that as many Ohio hams as possible have the 

opportunity to learn a little bit about me I am requesting that you 

run the attached document in an upcoming newsletter, or place it 

on your website.  I've also attached a photo, if you'd care to use 

it so a face can be attached to the name and call.   

  

I would apprecaite if you could notify me when and where you 

use it so that I can keep a record of it. 

  

Thanks, and 73, 

  

Tom  WB8LCD 

 In August 2010, the Ohio Section of the 

ARRL will elect a new Section 

Manager.  I have been nominated for 

and am actively running to be your next 

Ohio Section Manager.  My name is 

Tom Sly – WB8LCD.  

There are three things you should know 

before casting your vote for me:   

1. Who am I? 

2. What is my vision for the Ohio 

Section?  

3. Why am I qualified for the position?   

  

I'm a lifelong resident of Ohio and have been a ham for 43 of my 

57 years.  I'm married with three adult children, our first 

grandchild is due right about the time I'll be at the Dayton 

Hamvention.  I graduated from the University of Akron with a 

degree in Finance.  Since graduation I've been self-employed as 

an Independent Insurance Agent.    

First licensed in 1967, I've always been an active ham. My 

current ham radio activities include QRP, contesting and Dxing.  

I'm active in my local club and have been an instructor in the 

club's Technician  and General upgrade classes as well as a 

member of the VE team.    

As Ohio Section Manager my goal will be to make the Ohio 

Section the premier section in the ARRL.  I believe this can be 

accomplished by increasing the number of hams in our Section 

who are members of the ARRL and by making the Ohio Section 

stand out as the place where the most new hams are being 

licensed.  I will promote ham radio in Ohio to the general public 

so they will know that Ham Radio is one of the greatest hobbies 

in the world!  With positive community actions, the public in 

general will hold us in high regard.  In the changing world of 

Emergency Communications there is much to be done to update 

and better organize the ham radio emcomm response – 

incorporating ARES, RACES and MARS into a coordinated 

effort.  I think that the Ohio Section should become a ―best 

practices‖ leader in demonstrating how this can be 

accomplished.  

I've had a successful business career since I started my insurance 

agency in 1975.  I'm an Eagle Scout and on the board of a 

regional non-profit organization based in Portage county.  I was 

a founding member and the first president of the Portage County 

Amateur Radio Service, Inc.  (PCARS) -   www.portcars.org .  

In just a few short years PCARS has gone from zero to over 150 

active members.  PCARS has been recognized for its 

accomplishments by League headquarters staff  and others in the 

ham radio community.  I've had the experience to prove that I 

can organize and accomplish what I set out to do.    

More information is available on my website – www.wb8lcd.org 

– and I invite you to email me directly at wb8lcd@arrl.net if you 

have any specific questions or concerns.  Please let me know 

what you think are the important issues we'll face in the Ohio 

Section in the immediate future.  

I hope you will agree, and elect me as your section manager this 

coming August.  In the meantime, get on the air and enjoy the 

greatest hobby in the world!  

73,  Tom  WB8LCD  
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Minutes of the April 19, 2010 

Dial Radio Club Meeting 
 

Attendance 

K8CM, N8DHW, WA8DTU, KC8DUX, N8EH, W8EH, 
N8GGE, N8HP, N8HRA, KI8I, W8ISZ & Marg, W8LKU, 
N8LRN, WB8MYT, N8OZN, WA8PRA, N8QF, NR8R & 
Barb, K8RJH, N8TFH, KC8TXA, KD8W, W8WCQ & 
Ginny, KB8WKL, W8WLM, KC8WOF, N8YFQ & Linda 

Call to order: 

 The meeting was called to order at 7:06 p.m. by Bob, 

NR8R. 

Secretary’s Report: 

 A motion to dispense with the reading of the Secretary‟s 

Report was made by Ernie, N8EH, and seconded by Bob, 

K8RJH.  The motion passed with 1 nay.  

Treasurer’s Report: 

 Ron, N8QF gave the Treasurer‟s Report.  Ron noted 

that as of meeting day Dial‟s membership consists of 81 

individuals representing 60 families.  Barney, N8HP, moved 

that the report be accepted, and Gordon, KI8I, seconded.  The 

motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

 

 

Repeater/Station Report: 

 Ernie, W8EH, reported problems with the signal strength of 

the West Middletown repeater, W8JEU.  He suspects problems 

with the 6/2 meter antenna which may need to be replaced after 

Field Day.  All else is working well.  A new repeater has been 

installed and checked out in the Club‟s trailer for use at 

Hamvention (147.315, +600, PL=100 Hz).  Echolink is working 

fine. 

Activity Report: 

Lorie, W8LKU, reminded everyone to check into the Dial 

Intercom Net on Thursday at 9:00 pm.   

Classes and Exams: 

 Beverley reported that the next exam session will be on 

April 21 at Verity Lodge, Miami University Middletown.  

Registration will begin at 6:00 and the exams will likely start 

about 6:30.  The next exam sponsored by Dial will be in August, 

and classes will resume the week following the exam. 

Old Business/New Business - Hamvention 

 Ron, N8QF, announced that the Club‟s trailer would be 

cleaned out on the 28
th

 of April at 6:00 p.m. at Ernie‟s shop.  The 

group will depart Wilson, Schramm, Spaulding Funeral Home 

on Roosevelt at noon on Thursday the 13
th

 to go to Hara to set 

up the flea market spaces.  They will be stopping at the 

McDonalds in Germantown for lunch beforehand.  On Friday, 
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Saturday and Sunday, the early birds will depart WSS at O-

Dark:30 (otherwise known as 5:30 a.m.).  They will stop in 

Carlisle at the home of Cal, WB8MYT, and then proceed to 

HARA.   

 Anyone wishing to place items for sale in the trailer prior to 

its being taken to Hara should contact Ron, N8QF, Ernie, 

W8EH, or Roy, N8LRN the week prior to Hamvention. 

 Dial will again provide coffee, water and soft drinks for 

members.  However, lunch will be on your own.   

 New Business 

 Ernie, W8EH, announced that the Smith Park Field Day site 

had been approved,  but the city still needs a copy of the Club‟s 

insurance papers. 

 Barny, N8HP, announce that eh World Radiosport Team 

Championship (WRTC) had sent him a mailer requesting 

donations to support sending a team to the international 

championship in Moscow, Russia, in July.  Anyone interested in 

more information should see Barney. 

 Ernie, N8EH, announced that he was looking for so good 2 

meter duplexers at a cheap price that could be purchased and 

sent to the ARSK in Kenya.  Anyone with information should 

contact Ernie. 

 A Field Day discussion will follow the close of the meeting.  

Any interested person is invited to participate. 

  

Adjournment: 
 Dave, KD8W, moved and Lorie, W8LKU, seconded a 

motion to adjourn at 7:25 pm.  The motion passed. 

 

Barney Taylor, Secretary 

 

 

 

432MHz Moonbounce from 

Puerto Rico 

 

   Nobel Prize winner and astrophysicist Joe Taylor, K1JT, 

arranged an Earth-Moon-Earth opportunity for the average ham.  

He was able to gain access to the radio astronomy observatory in 

Ariecbo, PR.  The PR station would have 400 watts into the 

1,000 foot dish.  The predictions were that a 432 SSB radio and 

seven elements would allow a QSO.  Ernie, W8EH, and Barney, 

N8HP, and tried to work Puerto Rico via moonbounce on the 

weekend of April 17. 

 Ernie, W8EH, used his satellite station, with circular 

polarization, computer tracking of the moon and a good 

preamplifier.  He was able to hear PR – as demonstrated by the 

cww recording he played during the April Club meeting.  He 

was unable to work them due to the excessive pileups.   

 Barney, N8HP, tried listening with a homemade antenna on 

a wooden boom.  He didn‟t have so much as a tripod ready to 

mount the antenna, nor a preamplifier to help his Icom 706 hear 

better.  However, he was willing to look quite foolish and 

pointed his antenna at the sun (while wearing a welding helmet) 

to hear the increase in static caused by the sun, and then swung it 

away to get an idea of the beam width of the antenna.  Next the 

antenna was pointed in the appropriate direction of the new 

moon, and he thought that he heard a few syllables, but was 

never able to copy a call.     

Barney was unable to listen during the CW operating times. 

Barney is listening in the direction of the new moon.  He might 

have heard a few syllables.   

 

Update on KF8PD  

 Ed , KF8PD, and Sandi, AB8LA, Thornsburg left the 

Middletown area for a new job in northern Mississippi – near 

Memphis.  Ed sent the following photos to Barney, N8HP, who 

hopes Ed doesn‟t get too upset by sharing them.  It is obvious 

that Ed wasn‟t going to leave without his tower!  I suspect most 

of the Dial members are old enough to get the reference to the 

TV show.   
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W1AW Echolink Code 

Practice 

 

W1AW Offers Code Practice, Bulletins via EchoLink Audio 

from W1AW's CW code practices and CW/digital bulletins is 

now available using EchoLink via the W1AW Conference 

Server "W1AWBDCT." The 9:45 PM ET phone bulletin is 

currently unavailable via W1AWBDCT. The audio is sent in 

real-time and runs concurrently with W1AW's regular 

transmission schedule. According to W1AW Station Manager 

Joe Carcia, NJ1Q, this server is currently at an experimental 

stage: "Since the server is located at ARRL -- and uses the 

ARRL's Internet connection -- there may be an issue as to how 

many users can connect to W1AWBDCT via EchoLink. The 

current number of connections is set to 350. If the current system 

can properly handle these connections without adversely 

affecting the performance of the conference server, this number 

will be bumped up higher." All users who connect to the 

conference server are muted. Please note that any questions or 

comments should not be sent via the "Text" window in 

EchoLink. Please send any questions or comments via e-mail 

w1aw@arrl.org. 

ARRL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get involved at Hamvention! 

05/06/2010  

As an 18-wheeler pulls away from the ARRL warehouse loading 

dock, destined for the Dayton Hamvention® -- only a week 

away -- ARRL Marketing Manager Bob Inderbitzen, NQ1R, 

looks on with a sense of relief: “There go all of the supplies for 

our huge exhibit area -- ARRL EXPO.” In 2005, Inderbitzen 

helped introduce ARRL EXPO to Hamvention where it has 

become a centerpiece of the event. 

“ARRL EXPO is the place to meet ARRL program 

representatives and explore the very best of our Amateur Radio 

Service,” he said. “I am excited about this year‟s planning that 

includes 20 exhibits and a team of 140 volunteers, officials and 

staff. Our rallying message for all radio amateurs is „Get 

Involved.‟ Get involved in emergency communications. Get 

involved in radiosport and contesting. Get involved with a local 

school. And get involved with a radio club. If there‟s one thing 

we know about radio amateurs, we know that the most active 

hams are involved and connected.” The booths throughout the 

ARRL EXPO will help underscore the „Get Involved” message. 

Get Involved: Project Building  

A project-building booth will help introduce visitors the fun of 

homebrewing, also known as project building. Participants will 

get to handle electronic components, circuit boards -- and even 

try their hand at soldering and completing a basic kit. The 

activity is organized by ARRL Product Review and Lab 

Technician Bob Allison, WB1GCM. Allison and team of 

instructors will be on-hand to help mentor participants through 

the construction. “There‟s a great sense of pride and satisfaction 

from building something,” Inderbitzen said. “For some 

participants, we expect that this might be the first time that 

they‟ve ever built something. For others, we hope returning to 

the „lab bench‟ will help rekindle their interest in Amateur Radio 

project building and experimentation.” 

Get Involved: Radiosport  

ARRL‟s Radiosport exhibit will be abuzz with radio amateurs 

who participate in on-air competitions, awards and events. 

Representatives from the ARRL DXCC Branch, Contest Branch, 

Awards Branch, QSL Bureau and Logbook of the World will be 

on hand to answer your questions and fill you in on all of the 

exciting radiosport activities. “When the Hara Arena doors open, 

the lines form very quickly for QSL card checking and award 

applications,” Inderbitzen said. “But don‟t let the seasoned 

award-hunters scare you away. We hope newcomers will stop by 

and speak with our contest and award program representatives. 

Whether or not you have a competitive spirit, all of these 

activities help contribute to improving on-air operating and 

technical skills. Plus radiosport is fun!” 
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Get Involved: Youth  

Well-known youth organizers Andrea Hartlage, KG4IUM, and 

her father Scott, KF4PWI, have once again teamed up this year 

to organize the ARRL Youth Lounge. This is “the place to be” if 

you are young -- or young at heart -- where young hams can 

meet and socialize together. “Andrea and Scott have become 

mainstays in ARRL‟s annual Dayton planning,” Inderbitzen 

explained. “Once again, they‟ve organized a terrific space for 

young radio enthusiasts to gather. There are loads of activities 

planned, including a scavenger hunt, find-the-hidden-transmitter 

„fox-hunt,‟ crafts, prizes, snacks and more.” See the program and 

activities guide for ARRL Youth Calling Frequencies and the 

ARRL Youth Dinner planned for Saturday night. College-bound 

students and their families are encouraged to visit the combined 

ARRL Development and ARRL Foundation booth for 

information about scholarships. Charitable giving opportunities 

are available to help strengthen ARRL‟s work on behalf of 

wireless technology literacy in schools. 

Get Involved: Emergency Communications  

Meet with program representatives for the Amateur Radio 

Emergency Service (ARES®), the National Traffic System 

(NTS) and Ham Aid. Find out about public service groups in 

your area and emergency communication training for beginners 

and leaders, as well as other resources. Emergency Preparedness 

and Response Manager Mike Corey, W5MPC, and Field 

Organization Team Supervisor Steve Ewald, WV1X, will be on 

hand to help you explore the world of Amateur Radio and 

emergency communications. “Mike and Steve want to shake 

hands with as many radio amateurs who volunteer their skills in 

public service applications,” Inderbitzen said. “These hams pride 

themselves in their readiness to respond with skills to 

communicate helpful -- and even life-saving information -- when 

other communication systems fail.” 

More Ways to Get Involved  

Many other exhibits are planned for ARRL EXPO, including a 

booth representing ARRL-affiliated radio clubs and related 

benefits, guides to help you tour the recently-launched new 

ARRL Web site, software demonstrations, resources for 

classroom education and scouting programs, as well as an 

opportunity to help advance ARRL‟s federal legislation 

initiatives that support the entire Amateur Radio Service. 

Find more information about the ARRL EXPO on the ARRL 

Web site. You can also find travel and lodging information on 

the Dayton Hamvention Web site. 

ARRL 
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Minutes of the May 17, 2010 

Dial Radio Club Meeting 
 

Attendance 

K8CM, WA8DTU, N8EH, W8EH, N8GGE, N8HP, N8HRA, 

KI8I, W8ISZ & Marg, W8LKU, WB8MYT, N8QF, NR8R & 

Barb, K8RJH, N8TFH, KD8W, W8WCQ & Ginny, W8WLM, 

N8YFQ & Linda 

Call to order: 

 The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Bob, 

NR8R. 

Secretary’s Report: 

 A motion to dispense with the reading of the Secretary‟s 

Report was made by Ernie, N8EH, and seconded by Lorie, 

W8LKU.  The motion passed without objection. 

Treasurer’s Report: 

 Ron, N8QF gave the Treasurer‟s Report.  Ron noted 

that as of meeting day Dial‟s membership consists of  81 

individuals representing 60 families.  Ernie, N8EH, moved 

that the report be accepted, and Carl, K8CM, seconded.  The 

motion passed unanimously.  Ron also gave a preliminary 

summary of Hamvention related expenses.  The Dial 

membership had a good year selling equipment.  The 

donations exceeded the cost of the spaces by almost $140 with 

several more donations expected.   

 

Repeater/Station Report: 

 Ernie, W8EH, reported “no news” regarding the repeater 

system.   

Activity Report: 

Lorie, W8LKU, reminded everyone to check into the Dial 

Intercom Net on Thursday at 9:00 pm.  She is “getting‟ lonely”.  

She also announced the birth of Andrew, junior op of Jason, 

KD8GXD and Alison.  Congratulations all! 

Classes and Exams: 

 Beverley, N8GGE, reported that the next exam sponsored 

by Dial will be in August, and classes will resume the following 

week.  She added that a new book will shortly be available, and 

that she will acquire one and update the instructor‟s materials.  

Dave, KD8W (who didn’t sign the attendance sheet) announced 

that he had ordered new exams.   

Old Business/ Hamvention 

 Having no response to the call for old business, Bob, NR8R, 

asked for comments about Hamvention.  Below are a few of the 

responses jotted down – some may be incomplete, but they 

hopefully convey the notion of the speaker: “Thank God the 

Rain held off”, N8EH;  “Best in years”, W8LKU;  “I‟m still 

waiting for a call for a major prize”, K8CM;  
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 New Business 

 Bob, NR8R, took the opportunity to wish Calvin, 

WB8MYT, a happy 29
th

  (actually 84
th

) birthday in two days.  

Congratulations Cal!   

 Ron, N8QF,  announced that the Club‟s trailer would 

remain at his place until he could have a body shop look at some 

minor damage.  A discussion of when to reload the trailer was 

subverted by Ernie, W8EH, who announced that we could wait 

until the week of Field day.  He will work “a little now and then” 

in the meantime.  If he needs help, he will ask via email. 

 Dave, KD8W, announced that a session to assemble the 

newly repaired tower used for the CW station‟s beam would be 

held at his place on the Friday before Memorial Day.  Those 

interested should gather around 6:00 pm.   

 

 In light of BCVHFA not joining Dial for Field Day this 

year, the consensus was to plan on operating class 2A – with one 

phone and one CW station in addition to the „free‟ VHF and 

GOTA stations.  A final decision will be made when the time 

comes to set up the stations and we see how many persons are 

present.  

 Lorie, W8LKU, announced that the most important part of 

Field Day, the picnic, would operate in the same manner as last 

year.  Each family attending should let Lorie know how many 

will be in their group so she can plan on the proper amount of 

meat and drinks to purchase.  Each group is asked to bring a dish 

to share. 

  

Adjournment: 
 Lorie, W8LKU, moved and, Ron, N8QF, seconded a motion 

to adjourn at 7:16 pm.  The motion passed.  Informal discussions 

about field day occurred for a short while afterwards. 

 

Barney Taylor, Secretary 

 

 

Hamvention 

 A few pictures from Hamvention (courtesy of Ron, N8QF, 

and Mark, WD8NKJ) . It looks like it wore a few people out! 
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Boy Scouts 100th Anniversary 

  

 In keeping with Boy Scouts of America's centennial theme -

- Celebrating the Adventure, Continuing the Journey -- four 

retired badges have been brought back for the group's 100th 

anniversary. The effective date for earning these new merit 

badges -- Carpentry (1911-1952), Tracking (formerly Stalking, 

1911-1952), Pathfinding (1911-1952) and Signaling (formerly 

Signaler, 1910-1992) -- is April 1, 2010; requirements must be 

completed no later than December 31, 2010. The contemporary 

merit badges closely resemble the original designs of their 

counterparts, but with a gold border, immediately identifying it 

as a 2010 historic merit badge. These four historical merit 

badges may be used toward a Scout's rank advancement. 

 

 "The Signaling merit badge is a great way to encourage 

hams who are already involved in Scouting to mentor this 

limited-time badge in their Troop and perhaps in other ways, 

such as camps," said ARRL Rocky Mountain Division Director 

Brian Mileshosky, N5ZGT; Mileshosky is the chairman of the 

ARRL's ad hoc Committee on Scouting. "Hams -- and especially 

clubs, that have more resources and volunteers -- who are not 

involved in Scouting at the present time but want to assist a 

Troop with earning the Signaling merit badge -- should contact 

their local BSA Council to inquire about Scoutmasters in their 

area to contact and offer their assistance." The requirements for 

the Signaling merit badge are the original requirements as 

written in 1911. Read more at http://www.arrl.org/news/boy-

scouts-of-america-revive-four-merit-badges-for-100th-

anniversary-including-signaling  

ARRL 
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Minutes of the May 17, 2010 

Dial Radio Club Meeting 
 

Attendance 

Call, K8CM, WA8DTU, N8EH, W8EH, N8GGE, N8HP, 
N8HRA, KI8I, W8ISZ, Marg, W8LKU, KC8MSC, N8OZN, 
N8QF, NR8R, Barb, K8RJH, KB8WKL, Barbara 

Call to order: 

 The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Bob, 

NR8R. 

Secretary’s Report: 

 A motion to dispense with the reading of the Secretary’s 

Report was made by Ernie, N8EH, and seconded by Carl, 

K8CM.  The motion passed without objection. 

Treasurer’s Report: 

 Ron, N8QF gave the Treasurer’s Report.  Ron noted 

that as of meeting day Dial’s membership consists of 80 

individuals representing 60 families.  Ernie, N8EH, moved 

that the report be accepted, and Barney, N8HP, seconded.  The 

motion passed unanimously.  Ron also gave the final summary 

of Hamvention related expenses.  The Dial membership had a 

good year selling equipment.  The donations exceeded the cost 

of the spaces by almost $140.  Ron also reported that damage 

to the club trailer had been repaired at the same establishment 

that had painted it recently.  The bill was $225, and Ron 

contributed $100, since some of the damage occurred at his 

place of business.    

 

Repeater/Station Report: 

 Ernie, W8EH, reported “operation normal” regarding the 

repeater system.   

Activity Report: 

Lorie, W8LKU, reminded everyone to check into the Dial 

Intercom Net on Thursday at 9:00 pm.  She reminded those in 

attendance of the Field Day picnic at 6:00 pm on Saturday.  

Anyone that has not done so should let her know immediately so 

that she can purchase the appropriate amount of food and drink. 

Classes and Exams: 

 Beverley, N8GGE, reported that classes will resume on 

August 25
th

 to prepare students for the Technician class 

examination.  There will be the usual examination on August 

17
th

 preceding the start of classes.  She has materials with her for 

the instructors. 

Field Day 

Bob, NR8R, asked about plans/preparation for Field Day.  

Lorie, W8LKU, announced that she would provide sloppy joes 

for those helping to set up on Friday.  It was clarified that shelter 

setup would begin at noon on Friday, with antenna related setup 

beginning after 2:00 pm. Bob asked for help setting up on Friday 
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and tearing down on Sunday afternoon.  An informal Field Day 

discussion will be held after the close of the meeting.  Those 

interested are welcome to remain and participate. 

Old Business 

 None. 

 

New Business 

 None. 

  

Adjournment: 
 Ron, N8QF, moved and, Lorie, W8LKU, seconded a motion 

to adjourn at 7:12 pm.  The motion passed.  Informal discussions 

about field day occurred for a short while afterwards. 

 

Barney Taylor, Secretary 

 

 

Ohio State Parks on the Air  

PRESS RELEASE – 14 July  2010 

PORTAGE COUNTY AMATEUR RADIO  SERVICE 

 The Portage County Amateur Radio Service  (PCARS) 

announces the Third Annual Ohio State Parks On The Air 

Contest to be  held on Saturday, September 11, 2010, from the 

hours of noon to eight p.m.  EDT (1600Z to  2400Z). 

 For hams throughout the State of  Ohio this contest presents 

an opportunity to visit and enjoy the amenities offered by the 

seventy-four  beautiful State Parks here in  Ohio.  You can spend 

the day or even spend the weekend at the park of your choice. 

 No matter whether you are camping or staying at one of the 

outstanding lodges or resorts you will find that the parks are 

one of Ohio’s greatest assets. 

 Find out more about the parks and all that they have to offer 

at  http://tinyurl.com/5ucyxg 

 This contest places a premium on working  stations at the 

State Parks. That  means that it is critical to have as many parks 

activated as possible. 

 The challenge for  Ohio stations will be to work HF  in the 

50 to 300 mile range.  Contacts can be made with any mode on 

the HF and VHF bands: 80, 40, 20,  15, 10, 6 and 2 meters and 

all contacts have the same point value.  This is a great chance to 

try something new, like an NVIS antenna or two meter SSB. 

 Individuals and clubs can operate high or  low power park 

stations and there is a special award for the club that activates 

 the greatest number of parks!  Non-park stations in Ohio  as 

well as outside of Ohio can  also compete with each other. 

 So, get to an  Ohio State  Park and get On The Air in 

September.  Have some fun with this contest! 

 You can get complete information, including rules,  forms 

and FAQ’s, at http://parks.portcars.org/ospota/, or contact the 

contest chairman, Chuck, W8PT,  

 

CAN I HAVE AMATEUR 

RADIO FOR $1000, 

ALEX? 

 For hams who are fans of the television quiz show 

Jeopardy! – where contestants have to answer in the form of a 

question -- the July 6 show was a real treat: Andrea Salt, 

KE7OPV, of Gilbert, Arizona, was a contestant. But what makes 

Andrea's time on Jeopardy even more special is that she is only 

13. All this week, Jeopardy is hosting their annual Kids' Week. 

To be eligible to participate in Kids' Week, all contestants must 

be between the ages of 10-13 and pass an online test consisting 

of 30 questions. The questions cover a variety of categories and 

the kids must answer each question within 20 seconds. And yes, 

spelling does count!  

Read more here 

http://www.arrl.org/news/can-i-amateur-radio-for-1000-alex-

young-amateur-makes-her-mark-on-jeopardy. 

 

Field Day Pictures 
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Preliminary Field Day 

Scoring  

 

Here are the first details of the Dial Radio Club Field Day. 

 

I combined the logs and the preliminary totals are as follows: 

 

CW contacts        369 

Phone contacts    424 

GOTA contacts    10 

 

Total contacts    803 including GOTA and VHF 

 

The VHF station contacts were included above with one CW and 

32 phone contacts, total 33. 

 

We did not get all the usual bonus points, there was just not 

enough people to get the usual work done. 

 

My comments--- 

 

We discovered several things this year. 

* That is was much more fun to not put up the dining tent 

* That is was much more fun to not put up both towers 

* That is was easier than we thought to share antennas between 

the two main stations. 

* That you can us 'floppy net' to synchronize the station    

computer logs when changing bands/modes 

* That locating the tents close to each other helped operations 

* That Dave's rig does run on SSB if you plug in a microphone 

* That we need to find a different location where the air-

conditioning works..... 

* That having a professional cook in the club made life easier 

* That we want a 45' powered tower mounted on a trailer for 

next year 

 

 

Ernie W8EH 

Bean counter 



 

 

 

Next Meeting: Monday, August 16, at the Golden Corral 

Dial Radio Club 

Middletown, Ohio 

APRS Digipeater:      W8BLV 144.39 
Repeaters: 52.21/53.21, 146.01/146.61, 147.915/147.315, 449.825/444.825 

Web page: http://www.qsl.net/w8blv/              e-mail: W8BLV@QSL.net  
  
 President:        Activities Manager: 
   Bob Rohrbach, NR8R       Lorie Urschel, W8LKU 
 Vice-president:        Newsletter Editor:  
  Dave Williamson, KD8W      Jason Mossbarger, KD8GXD 
 Secretary:        Newsletter Printing: 
  Barney Taylor, N8HP       Ron Spaulding, N8QF 
 Treasurer:         
  Ron Spaulding, N8QF       

 

August 2010 

************************************************************************************ 

 

Minutes of the July 19, 2010 

Dial Radio Club Meeting 
 

Attendance 

K8CM, N8DHW & Candi, WA8DTU, W8EH, KD8GXD, 
N8HP, KI8I, W8ISZ, W8LKU, N8LRN & Eve, WD8NKJ, 
N8QF, NR8R & Barb, KD8W, W8WCQ & Ginny, W8WLM, 
N8YFQ & Linda 

Call to order: 

 The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. by Bob, 

NR8R, as a Slide show of photographs taken by Ernie, W8EH, 

were projected on the back wall. Bob announced that he would 

like to have some small program to follow the business meeting 

each month, and the slide show that had been running through 

dinner was the first ‗program‘. 

Secretary’s Report: 

 A motion to dispense with the reading of the Secretary‘s 

Report was made by Carl, K8CM, and seconded by Lorie, 

W8LKU – subject to the following corrections:  The meeting 

was held on June 21
st
 not May 17

th
; The August examinations 

will be held on the 18
th

 and not the 17
th

, with classes beginning 

one week later; KC8MSC should have been KD8MSC.  The 

motion passed without objection. 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report: 

 Ron, N8QF gave the Treasurer‘s Report.  He also gave the 

final summary for Hamvention: Dial‘s net income was $137.99.  

He also gave a report of the expenses for the repair of the trailer.  

Barney, N8HP, moved that the report be accepted, and Carl, 

K8CM, seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

Repeater/Station Report: 

 Ernie, W8EH, reported ―everything‘s working‖ regarding 

the backup repeater system for 146.61 – including the 440 MHz 

input.   

Activity Report: 

Lorie, W8LKU, thanked all that had participated in the 

picnic.  She commented that attendance was very good in light 

of the fact that BCVHFA did not join us this year.  Bob, NR8R, 

thanked Lorie for her hard work on the picnic, and the audience 

responded with applause for Lorie. 

Classes and Exams: 

 Beverley, N8GGE, was not present to give the education 

report.  The next exam session will be at Verity Lodge, Miami 

University Middletown on August 18
th

.  Registration will begin 

at 6:00 pm and the exams proper will start around 6:30.  Persons 

wishing more information should contact either K8DW. 
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Membership 

 John Pigott, N8NYC was sponsored for membership in Dial 

by Barney, N8HP.  Ron, N8QF, moved and Jason, KD8GXD, 

seconded the motion to approve John‘s application.  The motion 

passed unanimously.  Welcome to Dial, John. 

Old Business 

 Bob, NR8R, thanked all that had participated in Field Day.  

Ernie, W8EH, announced that the scores had been submitted.  

New Business 

 Ernie, W8EH, reported that the main Dial repeater had two 

bad power supplies: a 35 amp unit used to run the repeater and a 

12 amp unit used to charge the backup battery.   He thinks the 

repeater is good since it ran on the backup battery until the 

battery ran down.  Mark, WD8NKJ, emailed Ernie when the 

repeater went off the air.   

 The power supplies have been tested and the 35 amp supply 

is ‗toast‘.  The 12 amp supply had been on indefinite loan to Dial 

by a member and may be reparable.  Ernie suggested that a 50 

amp supply might be a better choice than another 35 amp unit, 

because it is expected to run cooler.  Ron, N8QF, suggested 

buying a new 12 amp supply and giving it to the person that 

loaned the original 12 amp supply years ago.  Mark, WD8NKJ, 

asked if the proposed supplies were analog or switching and 

Ernie replied analog.  He (W8EH), then made a motion purchase 

the 50 and 12 amp power supplies, and Dave, KD8W, seconded.  

The motion passed unanimously.  The total cost is expected to 

be around $300.  A work team will be needed at the repeater site 

for installation.  Details will be announced later. 

 The building housing the repeater was discussed.  At the 

moment, Dial is the only inhabitant of the shed housing the 

repeater. It was suggested by Ernie, W8EH, that WPFB be 

approached to see if space could be found in another building for 

the Dial repeater.  Ron, N8QF, agreed to contact the radio 

station. 

  

Adjournment: 
 Ron, N8QF, moved and, Carl, K8CM, seconded a motion to 

adjourn at 7:24 pm.  The motion passed.   

 

Barney Taylor, Secretary 

 

 

News and Information  

  

ARRL Comments on FCC 5 MHz Proposals  
 

08/09/2010  

On July 13, the ARRL filed its comments in response to the 

FCC‘s Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) in ET Docket 

No. 10-98. The NPRM was issued in response to an ARRL 

Petition for Rule Making -- RM-11353 -- filed in October 2006. 

In its 2006 Petition, the ARRL had sought modest improvements 

in operating privileges in the so-called ―60 meter‖ band, which 

presently consists of five channels on which General, Advanced 

and Amateur Extra class licensees may use upper sideband 

(USB) emission and no more than 50 W effective radiated power 

(ERP) relative to a dipole antenna. Amateur use of these five 

channels is on a secondary basis and must not cause harmful 

interference to authorized stations in the mobile and fixed 

services. US amateurs were first authorized to operate on 60 

meters in 2003, thanks to agreement by the Interdepartment 

Radio Advisory Committee (IRAC) of the National 

Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA), 

that with such limits, amateur use would be compatible with 

federal government requirements. 

The ARRL‘s 2006 Petition had requested the substitution of a 

different channel for one that is generally occupied and not 

available for amateur use, an increase in authorized ERP from 50 

to 100 W, as well as authorization for amateurs to use Morse 

code and certain data modes in addition to USB. It also 

suggested that Voice-Operated Transmit (VOX) operation be 

required in order to ensure that a federal agency can interrupt an 

amateur contact quickly should the need arise. The ARRL 

sought and received IRAC‘s endorsement of the proposed 

changes. 

In its NPRM, the FCC proposed substituting 5358.5 kHz for 

5368.0 kHz, as well as the requested power increase. The FCC 

also proposed allowing Morse telegraphy (emission designator 

150HA1A), PSK31 (emission designator 60H0J2B) and 

PACTOR-III (emission designator 2K80J2D), but with the use 

of Morse and PSK31 limited to the center frequency of each 

channel. In its comments in response, the ARRL supported the 

substitute frequency and power increase; however, the ARRL 

requested that Morse and PSK31 be permitted within the channel 

limits, rather than confined to the center frequency of each 

channel, in order to permit multiple communications to occur 

simultaneously within the same channel. The ARRL also 

requested that the rules specify the emission designators 

60H0J2B and 2K80J2D, but not the specific data modes of 

PSK31 and PACTOR-III, in order to provide for future 

flexibility. 

In response to the FCC‘s observation that stipulating VOX 

operation might actually increase the potential for interference in 

a high noise environment such as an emergency operations 

center, the ARRL concurred. With regard to the FCC‘s proposal 

that ―Amateur operators using data emissions must exercise care 

to limit the length of transmissions so as to avoid causing 

harmful interference to Federal stations,‖ the ARRL observed 

that ―The Commission has reached the proper balance of 

regulatory flexibility and channel preclusion avoidance.‖ 

Finally, other than to say that it should not be a requirement, the 

ARRL took no position in response to the FCC‘s solicitation -- 

on behalf of the NTIA -- of comments as to whether amateurs 

should be encouraged to add a sound card generated Automatic 

Link Establishment (ALE) capability to their stations. 
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―Amateurs have proven, through interference-free operation on 

these channels, that compatible sharing of the channels is 

possible,‖ the ARRL noted in its comments. ―The proposed 

minor changes retain sufficient safeguards to protect the primary 

and important Federal Government operations that make use of 

these channels from time to time. ARRL firmly commits to the 

preparation and widespread dissemination of a ‗best practice‘ 

document for amateur use of these channels going forward with 

the replacement channel, modified power limit and more flexible 

emission types permitted.‖ 

The ARRL also pledged to develop a workable band plan for 

occupancy of these channels ―to ensure against usurpation by 

any one emission type and to continue the excellent track record 

of interference avoidance to Federal operations.‖ 

Saying that it hopes that consideration can be given to a 

domestic secondary allocation of a contiguous band of at least 

50 kHz in the vicinity of the existing channels, the ARRL 

pointed out that a ―continuous band rather than discrete channels 

is more normal for the Amateur Service, as it affords the 

opportunity for dynamic frequency selection according to band 

occupancy.‖ But in the meantime, the ARRL said that increased 

flexibility in the use of the five channels allocated to the 

Amateur Service on a secondary basis ―will greatly facilitate 

emergency communications preparedness and will permit a 

substantial degree of additional flexibility in the use of the 

channels without any increase in interference potential.‖ 

 

Active Sun Puts on Display for Earth 
 

08/05/2010  

It was quite a busy weekend for our Sun. During the late hours 

of Friday, July 30, a magnificent coronal mass ejection (CME) 

billowed away from the eastern limb of the Sun; the source of 

the blast was apparently sunspot 1092. On Sunday, August 1 at 

approximately 0855 UTC, Earth-orbiting satellites detected a 

C3-class solar flare, and again, the blast came from sunspot 

1092. At about the same time as the solar flare, an enormous 

magnetic filament erupted, stretching across the Sun‘s northern 

hemisphere, a complex global eruption involving almost the 

entire Earth-facing side of the Sun. 

―This eruption is directed right at us and is expected to get here 

early in the day on August 4,‖ said Leon Golub, Senior 

Astrophysicist with the Solar and Stellar X-Ray Group in the 

High Energy Astrophysics Division of the Harvard-Smithsonian 

Center for Astrophysics. ―It‘s the first major Earth-directed 

eruption in quite some time. We got a beautiful view of this 

eruption, and there might be more beautiful views to come if it 

triggers aurorae.‖ 

A C3 CME suggests that there will be no disruption for power 

grids, satellites, astronauts on the International Space Station or 

navigation services on airplanes. Stronger space storms, 

however, can have more serious impacts. In 1989, for example, a 

huge solar outburst sparked a nine-hour electrical blackout in 

Quebec, and a more moderate blast that occurred in April 

apparently turned a telecom satellite into a ―zombie‖. 

The biggest impact from Sunday‘s solar storm is expected to be 

aurorae: Observers in the northern tier of the United States and 

similar latitudes should be on the watch for rippling waves of 

reddish or greenish light in the night sky. The northern lights 

have been known to dip down to Colorado or even farther south 

on occasion. Such displays are caused by the interaction between 

solar particles and Earth's own magnetic field. It‘s hard to 

predict exactly when the wave will hit -- but you‘ll maximize 

your chances of seeing something by getting far away from city 

lights and having a clear view to the north. 

High speed coronal mass ejections produce major disturbances 

in the solar wind. Often loop-like in appearance, CMEs rise as 

massive clouds of material from the solar atmosphere. 

Dangerous, high energy, charged particles are often produced in 

these disturbances and, when they are directed toward Earth, 

often produce large magnetic storms in the magnetosphere. 

A solar flare is an explosion on the Sun that happens when 

energy stored in twisted magnetic fields (usually above 

sunspots) is suddenly released. Flares produce a burst of 

radiation across the electromagnetic spectrum, from radio waves 

to x-rays and gamma-rays. Scientists classify solar flares 

according to their x-ray brightness in the wavelength range 1-8 

Angstroms. There are 3 categories: X-class flares are big; they 

are major events that can trigger planet-wide radio blackouts and 

long-lasting radiation storms. M-class flares are medium-sized; 

they can cause brief radio blackouts that affect Earth‘s polar 

regions and minor radiation storms sometimes follow an M-class 

flare. Each category for x-ray flares has nine subdivisions (C1-

C9, M1-M9 and X1-X9). Compared to X- and M-class events, 

C-class flares are small with few noticeable consequences here 

on Earth. 

According to Spaceweather.com, the timing of these events 

suggests they are connected, and a review of movies from 

NASA‘s Solar Dynamics Observatory (SDO) strengthens that 

conclusion. Despite the ~400,000 km distance between them, the 

sunspot and filament seem to erupt together; they are probably 

connected by long-range magnetic fields. In this movie (171 Å) 

from SDO, a shadowy shock wave (a ―solar tsunami‖) can be 

seen emerging from the flare site and rippling across the 

northern hemisphere into the filament‘s eruption zone. That may 

have helped propel the filament into space. 

ARRL 

Midwest City ham radio enthusiast sounds off about 

nuisance ordinance  
BY CHRIS SCHUTZ 

Published: August 10, 2010 

MIDWEST CITY — A licensed Midwest City ham radio 

operator says he will pursue rewording of the city's nuisance 
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ordinance after he received a nuisance complaint from the city in 

June. 

The city has since dropped its complaint against him, said David 

Box, who holds a ham radio license through the Federal 

Communications Commission. The FCC regulates matters of 

radio or television reception. 

Box said he did not know the nature of the complaint or who 

made it. 

Assistant City Attorney Randal Homburg and City Attorney 

Katherine Bolles did not return calls from The Oklahoman 

related to Box's case.  

In an e-mail, Homburg said that the city has rescinded the order 

against Box, "in that the radio Mr. Box uses is licensed and 

governed by the FCC." 

Box said he is glad the complaint has been dropped. "I'm 

thankful that the city did in fact understand that I have rights that 

they basically treaded upon." He wants to ensure the city's 

ordinance is not interpreted to include ham radios. 

The notice delivered June 8 to Box's address from Midwest 

City's Neighborhood Services Department cited a violation of 

city nuisance ordinance 27-3(9) prohibiting "operating or using 

any electrical apparatus or machine which materially and unduly 

interferes with radio or television reception by others." 

In an e-mail to Box dated Aug. 4, Homburg said it is the city's 

position that the ordinance does not apply to radio frequency 

transmission devices licensed by the FCC. If there are future 

complaints from neighbors about use of the devices, "the city 

will direct the complaining party to file their complaints with the 

FCC," Homburg said in the e-mail. 

The June 8 notice gave Box one day to correct the violation and 

said a lien would be placed against his property to cover the cost 

of "any action taken by the authority having jurisdiction on such 

premises." 

After Box received the notice, Christopher Imlay, the Maryland-

based general counsel for the Amateur Radio Relay League 

(ARRL), a national association for amateur radio users, sent a 

letter to Midwest City recommending that the ordinance be 

rescinded. 

 

Read more: http://www.newsok.com/midwest-city-ham-radio-

enthusiast-sounds-off-about-nuisance-

ordinance/article/3483763?custom click=lead story title#ixzz0

w9hkm3E0 
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Minutes of the August 16, 2010 

Dial Radio Club Meeting 
 

Attendance 

K8CM, WA8DTU, N8EH, W8EH, N8GGE, KD8GXD, 
N8HP, N8HRA, KI8I, W8ISZ & Marg, W8LKU, WB8MYT, 
WD8NKJ, N8OZN, WA8PRA, N8QF, NR8R & Barb, 
N8TFH, W8WCQ & Ginny, KB8WKL & Barbara, W8WLM, 
KC8WOF, N8YFQ & Linda 

Call to order: 

 The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by Bob, 

NR8R. 

Secretary’s Report: 

 A motion to dispense with the reading of the Secretary’s 

Report was made by Ernie, N8EH, and seconded by Jason, 

KD8GXD.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Treasurer’s Report: 

 Ron, N8QF gave the Treasurer’s Report.  The membership 

stands at 83 members representing 62 families.  Barney, N8HP, 

moved that the report be accepted, and Carl, K8CM, seconded.  

The motion passed unanimously.   Editor’s note:  At the same 

time last year the membership numbers were 89/64.  

 

 

 

 

Repeater/Station Report: 

 Ernie, W8EH, started with “where do we begin?”  The 

power supplies are ready to go.  Power poles must be added to 

the repeater to connect with the power wiring.  Also, the 35 watt 

power amplifier has been repaired and is ready to be reinstalled. 

 Ron, N8QF, announced that he had spoken with Jim 

Wagoner, and that permission had not been granted to move into 

the block structure at WPFB.  Dial can remain in its current 

building and has permission to relocate the existing, failing, door 

from its present west end location to east end to facilitate access  

and help with weather issues.  Ron reported that the area around 

the building is very overgrown, with stickers, poison ivy and 

other nasty botanicals. 

 Ernie, W8EH, added that a work party would be announced 

via the Dial Reflector. 

Activity Report: 

Lorie, W8LKU, reminded those in attendance of the Dial 

net on Thursdays at 21:00 local time on 146.610. 

Classes and Exams: 

 Beverley, N8GGE, announced the next exam session will be 

at Verity Lodge, Miami University Middletown on August 18
th

.  

Registration will begin at 6:00 pm and the exams proper will 

start around 6:30.  Persons wishing more information should 
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contact either K8DW or K8CM.  A class to prepare for the 

Technician examination will begin on August 25 – providing 

sufficient interest.  The class will meet in Verity Lodge, Miami 

University Middletown.  It will run from 6:00 until 9:00 pm on 

Wednesdays.  One teenager and possibly some scouts have 

expressed interest in the class. 

Old Business 

 None. 

New Business 

 None 

  

Adjournment: 
 Carl, K8CM, moved and, Ron, N8QF, seconded a motion to 

adjourn at 7:14 pm.  The motion passed.   

 

Barney Taylor, Secretary 

 

 

Trip to Manistee Lighthouse 

 

 After the close of the Business Meeting, Gordon, KI8I, 

presented an excellent slide show about their (ki8i, w8wcq, and 

others) trip to Manistee Lighthouse, in Michigan. 

 It looks like they had a great time activating the lighthouse, 

and spreading information about amateur radio. 

 I had my camera in preparation to take pictures at the 

meeting, but I failed to have charged batteries, so, maybe next 

meeting I will be better prepaired. 

KD8GXD 

Repeater Repair 

 On Saturday, the 11
th

, the repeater work went as planned. 

We had several people show up to help, and it was a good time 

to boot! Everything stated in the meeting looks to have been 

done. The repeater cabinet was moved, new batteries installed, 

one door removed and boarded up, and another put up. A couple 

shingles installed, a bit of stain, and a new exhaust fan, and 

plenty of jokes and leg pulling. 

 Here are a few pictures to entertain, and show the repeater. 

Some are taken by myself, and some are from Ron N8QF. 
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Our antenna is the one on the right, up approx 300 feet. 
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Minutes of the September 20, 2010 

Dial Radio Club Meeting 
 

Attendance 

K4BQF, K8CM, KD8CPV, N8DHW, N8EH, W8EH, N8GGE, 

KD8GXD, N8HP, N8HRA, KI8I, W8ISZ, W8LKU, N8LRN & 

Eve, NN8M, KC8NHP, N8OZN, N8QF, KC8TXA, KD8W, 

W8WCQ & Ginny, KB8WKL & Barbara, N8YFQ 

Call to order: 

 The meeting was called to order by Dave, KD8W, at 7:02 

p.m. 

Secretary’s Report: 

 A motion to accept the minutes of the October meeting as 

published was made by Ernie, N8EH, and seconded by Bob, 

NN8M (previously K8RJH).  The motion passed with 1 nay. 

Treasurer’s Report: 

 Ron, N8QF, presented the treasurer’s report.  2010 

membership continues at 83 members representing 63 families.  .  

Barney, N8HP, made the motion to accept the treasurer’s report 

and, Carl, K8CM, seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.   

Repeater/Station Report: 

 Ernie, W8EH, reported “we had an interesting month”.  The 

work party accomplished all of its goals at the repeater site:  The 

old doors were removed and the opening covered with siding.  A 

new door opening was cut and an entrance door was placed on 

the east side of the repeater building.  The new location will 

greatly ease access to the repeater by having less weeds, briars 

and poison ivy to pass through.  Damaged shingles were 

replaced and the new wood was stained and caulked to complete 

the outside.  A replacement motor and fan was installed in the 

roof ventilator.  The repeater cabinet was moved to a more 

central location.  The new power supplies were installed along 

with another set of backup batteries.  The amplifier that had 

previously failed and been repaired was reinstalled.  The main 

repeater site came back to life and appears to be functioning 

normally with the exception of some programming of the 

repeater controller.  Ernie expressed thanks to all of those in the 

work party (K8CM, W8EH, N8QF, KC8TXA, N8LRN, N8EH, 

W8ISZ, KB1KDW, KD8GXD, WD8NKJ, AND N8HP) with 

special thanks to Ron and Evan who treated the weeds prior to 

the work party and kept us from getting poison ivy.. 

Activity Report: 

Lorie, W8LKU, reminded those in attendance of the Dial 

Intercom Net on Thursdays at 9:00 pm on the 146.61 MHz 

repeater. 

Classes and Exams: 

 Beverley, N8GGE, reported that the next exam will be held 

at Verity Lodge, Miami University Middletown Campus on 

Wednesday, October 6.  Registration will begin at 6:00 pm and 

exams will begin around 6:30.  A General Class Examination 

preparatory course will begin on the following Wednesday and 
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end the week prior to Thanksgiving.  Another exam will follow 

on the Wednesday after Thanksgiving.  For more details on the 

exam, one should contact Dave, KD8W or Carl, K8CM. 

 Carl, K8CM, announced that the Butler County VHF 

Association will hold a one-day Technician class on the 26
th

 of 

September with an exam following on October 2
nd

. 

Old Business 

 None.   

New Business 

 Jason, KD8GXD, reported that Rick, AF8T, is presently in 

Garden Manor while recovering from injuries sustained in a fall.  

Rick hopes to be home in about two weeks.  Have a speedy 

recovery Rick! 

 Brian, KC8NHP, reminded those in attendance of the 

upcoming Jamboree on the Air.  Details can be found in the 

current issue of QST. 

Adjournment: 

Ernie, N8EH, made a motion to adjourn and Lorie, W8LKU, 

seconded.  The motion passed and the meeting was adjourned at 

7:16 p.m. 

Barney Taylor, N8HP 

Secretary 

 

 

News and Other Stuff 

  

 

10/12/2010  

OSCAR 67 Satellite Active For  JOTA 

The FM repeater aboard the South African Sumbandila OSCAR 

67 (SO-67) satellite will be active over North and South 

America this weekend, October 16 and 17, for the Scouting 

Jamboree On The Air (JOTA). 

According to the announcement from AMSAT-NA Vice 

President of Operations Drew Glasbrenner, KO4MA, the 

repeater will be available for 15 minutes beginning at the 

following dates and times (UTC): 

October 16:  10:39, 12:12, 13:37, 15:09, 16:42, 18:14, 19:47, 

21:20, 22:38, 22:54, 23:55 

October 17:  00:14, 01:28, 01:44, 03:00, 03:19, 04:55, 06:35, 

10:20, 11:53, 13:15, 13:32, 14:50, 16:23, 17:56, 19:29, 21:01, 

22:35 

(Activity periods calculated by Ed Clayo, N8BBQ.) 

The SO-67 repeater receives at 145.875 MHz FM (233.6 

CTCSS) and re-transmits at 435.345 MHz FM. Local pass 

predictions are available from AMSAT-NA’s online calculator. 

ARRL 

 

AO-51 repeater mode to support JOTA operations 

 

AO-51 Command Station Mark Hammond N8MH, said that 

the AO-51 Operations Team will configure the satellite to 

support the Jamboree-On-The-Air (JOTA) for Scouting October, 

16 - 17. 

 

AO-51 FM Repeater, V/U 

Uplink: 145.880 MHz FM (no PL tone) 

Downlink: 435.150 MHz FM 

No transmitter power or antenna restrictions usually associated 

with the QRP mode of AO-51 operation on this repeater apply to 

JOTA stations. Use good amateur practice during your 

operations. 

Non-scouting users are asked to use 10 watts or less, and omni-

directional or handheld antennas on this repeater. Last minute 

schedule changes may be required due to the power budget 

aboard AO-51. Also non-scouting stations please give way to 

JOTA stations or QSOs with JOTA stations 

The 2010 Jamboree-on-the-Air, or JOTA, will begin on 

Saturday, October 16, 2010, at 00:00 hours local time, and end 

on Sunday, October, 17, 2010, at 23:59 hours local time. 

This is an annual Scouting and amateur radio event sponsored by 

the World Scout Bureau of the World Organization of the Scout 

Movement. Thousands of amateur radio stations around the 

world participate. 

In the United States, Cub Scout dens and Boy Scout patrols visit 

a local amateur's ham shack during JOTA. Amateurs set up 

stations giving Scouts and leaders a chance to exchange 

greetings with Scouts from other areas. The exchanges typically 

include information such as Name, QTH, Scout rank, Hobbies, 

and Age. Full details from the World Scout Bureau can be found 

on-line at: 

http://www.scouting.org/filestore/intl/pdf/130-218.pdf 

Scouts and Amateur Radio operators may also find the 

ARBONET III high altitude balloon launch for JOTA 

interesting. ARBONET has published full details of their 

mission on-line at: 

http://www.arbonet.net/ARBONET%20FLIGHTS.html 

Launch Date: Saturday, Oct 17, 2009 9:30 AM CDT, 

Clarksville, Texas 

Launch Net: K5FRC - 3.910MHz +/-, Starting at 9:00AM CST 
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Payloads: 2M Voice Beacon: ID: K5ARB - 144.390 MHz FM 

2M APRS: ID: K5ARB-1. 144.390 MHz. 

2M CW Homing Beacon ID: K5ARB. Comprised of FM carrier 

with CW tone at 147.475 MHz 

2M APRS: K5ARB-2 144.390 MHz. 

70CM / 2M FM Cross-Band Repeater: K5ARB - 

445.800 MHz UP, 145.560MHz Down 

20M CW Homing Beacon ID: K5RWK - 14.058 MHz 

A DX-cluster for spotting JOTA activity can be accessed via 

telnet at pi4raz.nl port 7300. This cluster will be available for 

scouting purposes all year round, not just for JOTA. 

Southgate Amateur Radio Club 

 

 

HO-68 operating schedule Oct 10-17 

 

Alan Kung, BA1DU has released this week's operating schedule 

for the amateur radio satellite HO-68. 

The communication payload includes a CW beacon and 

transponders for SSB/CW, FM and digital AX.25 packet 

operation. The linear transponder, used for SSB and CW 

working, has a bandwidth of 50 kHz which allows about 10-15 

simultaneous contacts to take place and can sound like the 20 

metre band.  

Due to Doppler shift the CW beacon can appear to be up to +/- 9 

kHz from its nominal frequency of 435.790 MHz and you need 

to tune your receiver to follow it during the pass. The beacon has 

been received on simple antennas such as a ¼ wave ground 

plane but for best results try a small Yagi with about 8 elements.  

To reduce the effects of Doppler the SSB transponder is 

inverting. This means that a LSB signal on the uplink becomes a 

USB signal on the downlink. You don’t need much power to 

work through the satellite, many contacts have been made using 

5 watts output. Always use the lowest power possible and ensure 

your downlink signal is never stronger than the beacon.  

More info: 

http://www.southgatearc.org/news/october2010/ho68_schedule_

1010.htm 

Southgate Amateur Radio Club 
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Minutes of the October 18, 2010 

Dial Radio Club Meeting 
 

Attendance 

K8CM, KC8CPV, N8DHW, WA8DTU, N8EH, W8EH, 

N8GGE, N8HP, N8HRA, KI8I, W8ISZ, KB1KDW, W8LKU, 

N8LRN & Eve, WB8MYT, N8OZN, WA8PRA, N8QF, NR8R 

& Barb, N8FTH, W8WCQ & Ginny, KB8WKL, W8WLM, 

KC8WOF 

Call to order: 

 The meeting was called to order by Bob, NR8R, at 7:02 

p.m. 

Secretary’s Report: 

 A motion to accept the minutes of the October meeting as 

published was made by Lorie, W8LKU, and seconded by Carl, 

K8CM.  The motion passed with no nays. 

Treasurer’s Report: 

 Ron, N8QF, presented the treasurer’s report.  2010 

membership continues at 83 members representing 62 families.  

Ernie, N8EH, made the motion to accept the treasurer’s report 

and, Roy, N8LRN, seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Ron said to expect a notice for 2011 membership renewal soon. 

 

 

Repeater/Station Report: 

 Ernie, W8EH, reported “nothin’ to report”. All seems to be 

well after the work described in last month’s minutes.   Bob, 

NR8R, thanked those who had taken part in the work party while 

he was working hard – at the beach! 

Activity Report: 

Lorie, W8LKU, reminded those in attendance of the Dial 

Intercom Net on Thursdays at 9:00 pm on the 146.61 MHz 

repeater.  She also announced the passing of Frank, KB8SBK, 

who frequently checked into the net. 

Classes and Exams: 

 Beverley, N8GGE, reported that the General Class 

Examination preparatory course began last week and will end 

the week prior to Thanksgiving.  Another exam will follow on 

the December 1st.   Carl, K8CM, announced that the Butler 

County VHF Association will hold a one-day Technician class 

on the 26
th

 of September with an exam following on October 2
nd

. 

Old Business 

 None.   

New Business 

 Bob, NR8R, asked for volunteers for the Nominating 

Committee to find candidates for Dial offices in 2011.  After 

some cajoling on Bob’s part, the committee was formed.  
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Members include Roy, N8LRN, Ernie, N8EH, and Jim, W8ISZ.  

Anyone wishing to serve should contact a Nominating 

Committee member prior to the December Meeting. 

 Due to Golden Corral’s Veteran’s Appreciation Night, the 

November meeting will be held at La Rosa’s 

 Bob, NR8R, announced that he would have the video 

projector and screen for anyone wishing to make a short 

presentation after the end of the business meeting. 

Adjournment: 

Ron, N8QF, made a motion to adjourn and Lorie, W8LKU, 

seconded.  The motion passed and the meeting was adjourned at 

7:09 p.m. 

Barney Taylor, N8HP 

Secretary 

 

 

Vanity And Club Callsign FCC 

Report 

  In November 2009, the FCC issued a Notice of Proposed Rule 

Making (NPRM) -- WT Docket No. 09-209 -- seeking to amend 

the Commission's Amateur Radio Service rules to clarify and 

codify existing procedures governing the vanity call sign system. 

The NPRM also sought to revise certain rules applicable to club 

stations. The ARRL submitted its comments to the FCC on 

March 26. On Monday, November 8, 2010, the FCC issued a 

Report and Order with its decisions. These new rules will take 

effect 60 days after publication in the Federal Register. 

 

In the Report and Order, the FCC amended and clarified its rules 

with respect to Amateur Service vanity call signs "in order to 

promote processes that are more equitable and administratively 

efficient." The FCC has amended its vanity call sign rules to 

clarify the date on which the call sign associated with a license 

that is canceled due to the licensee's death becomes available for 

reassignment. The R&O also clarifies the exceptions to the 

general rule that a call sign is unavailable to the vanity call sign 

system for two years after the license terminates. As for club 

stations, the FCC has placed limits on who can file applications 

on behalf of a club, how many vanity call signs a club can hold 

and how many clubs can have the same license trustee.  

Read more here 

http://www.arrl.org/news/fcc-issues-em-report-and-order-em-on-

vanity-and-club-station-call-signs. 

 

W1AW Winter Operating 

Schedule 

With the switch from Daylight Saving Time to Standard Time, 

W1AW Station Manager Joe Carcia, NJ1Q, has updated the 

W1AW operating schedule to reflect the change. The standard 

times have not changed, but the UTC times have. 

Read more here 

http://www.arrl.org/news/w1aw-announces-winter-operating-

schedule 

 

ARRL Says “Thank you” To 

Veterans 

 

On Thursday, November 11, here in the US and abroad, we 

celebrate Veterans Day, also called Remembrance Day or 

Armistice Day. Originally a holiday that marked the end of 

World War I -- the "War to End All Wars" -- this day has been 

set aside to honor all who have served their country. It was on 

November 11, 1918, on the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th 

month, that Germany signed the Armistice, formally ending 

the hostilities that had been ongoing since 1914. 

 

  The ARRL would like to take this opportunity to thank our 

service veterans. Whether they served on active duty or reserve, 

during peace time or time of conflict, they served their county 

with honor. We also would be remiss if we did not remember the 

families of those veterans who kept the homefires burning 

bright; without their love and support, our veterans would have 

indeed been alone. 

 

ARRL Headquarters has its share of service veterans: 

Contributing Editor Al Brogdon, W1AB (Army); Publications 

Sales Associate Mark Dzamba, KB1FMY (Air Force); Assistant 

VEC Manager Perry Green, WY1O (Army); Technical Editor 

Joel Hallas, W1ZR (Army); News Editor S. Khrystyne Keane, 

K1SFA (Coast Guard); DXCC Manager Bill Moore, NC1L 

(Army); Reprints Specialist Tony Nesta, AA1RZ (Navy); 

Membership and Volunteer Programs Manager Dave Patton, 

NN1N (Navy); Technical Relations Specialist Jon Siverling, 

WB3ERA (Army); Field and Regulatory Correspondent Chuck 

Skolaut, K0BOG (Air Force); Education & Technology Program 

Coordinator Mark Spencer, WA8SME (Air Force), and 

Archivist Perry Williams, W1UED (Air Force). 

 

Thank you for your service -- your sacrifice and the sacrifice of 

your fellow service members is not forgotten 
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Minutes of the November 15, 2010 

Dial Radio Club Meeting 
 

Attendance 

K8CM, N8DHW & Candi, N8EH, W8EH, N8GGE, KD8GXD, 

N8HP, N8HRA, W8ISZ, KB1KDW, W8LKU, NN8M, 

KC8NHP, N8QF, NR8R & Barb, KD8W, W8WLM, KC8WOF, 

N8YFQ 

Call to order: 

 The meeting was called to order by Bob, NR8R, at 7:16 

p.m. at the La Rosa’s on Roosevelt. 

Secretary’s Report: 

 A motion to accept the minutes of the October meeting as 

published was made by Jason, KD8GXD, and seconded by 

Brian, KC8NHP.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Treasurer’s Report: 

 Ron, N8QF, presented the treasurer’s report.  2010 

membership continues at 83 members representing 62 families.  .  

Barney, N8HP, made the motion to accept the treasurer’s report 

and, Carl, K8CM, seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.   

Repeater/Station Report: 

 Ernie, W8EH, reported that “everything’s working”. 

Activity Report: 

Lorie, W8LKU, reminded those in attendance of the net on 

the 146.61 repeater on Thursday nights at 9:00 pm.  The net will 

not be held on Thanksgiving. 

Classes and Exams: 

 Beverley, N8GGE, reported that the last meeting of the 

current General Class Exam Preparation course will occur on the 

17
th

  of November, and the exam will be held on December 1
st
 at 

Verity Lodge, Miami University Middletown.  She asked the 

instructors to remain briefly after the meeting to discuss 

educational plans for the spring. 

 Old Business 

 Ernie, N8EH, reported that the Nominating Committee had 

met and that enough arms had been twisted to obtain a slate of 

candidates for the election at the December meeting.  Anyone 

wishing to serve or to nominate someone else to serve is 

encouraged to contact a Committee member, or make a 

nomination from the floor at the December meeting.   

New Business 

 Ron, N8QF, announced that Dial typically receives a 

request to provide monetary support to QSL.net (who provides 

the Club’s web page and email distribution – at no cost).  Dave, 

KD8W, moved that Dial make a $50 donation..  Ernie, N8EH, 

seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 
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 Ernie, W8EH, reported that he had received an email from 

Hamvention with a login and password to reserve the Dial sites 

for Hamvention 2011.  Dave, KD8W moved and Barney, N8HP, 

seconded a motion to authorize the expense of purchasing the 

flea market sites and early entry tickets.  The motion passed. 

Brian, KC8NHP, expressed his gratitude to all veterans  and 

wished those in attendance a happy Thanksgiving. 

Ron, N8QF, announced that he has sold the vehicle used to 

transport people to Hamvention (and used by Ron, N8EH, and 

others to take naps – n8hp :-).  As a result, there will be three 

fewer seating positions for the early entry participants compared 

to last year. 

Bob, NR8R, reminded those in attendance that the December 

Dial meeting will return to the Golden Corral on Monday the 

20
th

. 

Adjournment: 

Dave, KD8W, moved and Lorie, W8LKU, seconded that the 

meeting be adjourned.  The motion passed with all ayes, and the 

meeting was adjourned at 7:21 pm. 

Barney Taylor, N8HP 

Secretary 

 

 

News and Information 

 With The cold, there doesn’t seem to be a whole lot going 

on in Amateur Radio News. 

 

The ARRL is having a new video contest, and some info on DX 

with the sun becoming more active. Read more at 

http://www.arrl.org/news  

 

New Brunswick (Canada) amateurs have a new fight on their 

hands. There was a new distracted driving law passed that 

included ham radio operators. They will have to pull to the side 

of the road to operate their radio, unless it has a hands free 

mode. Read more at 

http://timestranscript.canadaeast.com/news/article/1352710 

Hopefully we don’t get any laws like that here! 

 

If you have any news, comments, or announcements you would 

like to see in the newsletter, please email them to me 

kd8gxd@gmail.com or look me up in the FCC database and you 

can snail mail it to me. 

 

Don’t forget about the Wednesday nets at 9pm on 146.610 pl 77! 




