


July 2026

Minutes of Dial Meeting June 15th, 2026 at Broken Barrel Restaurant 

Attendance: W8EH, KC8WOF, W8SMH, Janice, N8QF, W8RES, W8JBL, W5WJJ, NN8M, N8YFQ, 
W8ISZ, N8HP, KE8AIR, KE8AIQ, NR8R, Barb, N8DHW, Jenn, W8RJK, KE8UAT, KB8UBT, N8VYD. (22) 

Call to Order: Called to order by VP Dave, N8YFQ at 7:03 pm. First order of business was 
introductions of those present. 

Secretary’s Report: Marie said her call, KE8UAT, was wrong in the May minutes. Motion to 
approve as published, with correction, by W8EH, second W8JBL, passed.  

Treasurer’s Report: KC8TXA gave the report. May checking balance was $2,952.87. There are 71 
members of 50 families. Evan said we were in the black from Hamvention. Donations and income 
exceeded expenses. Motion to approve by W8RJK, second W8RES, approved.  

Classes & Exams: N8QF said our next exam is Wednesday. Next Butler Co exam is July 18th. 

Newsletter: Nothing to report 

Website: Hamvention pics posted 

Repeater/Station Report: Everything is working 

Activities Report: None 

Old Business: None 

New Business: Discussed Field Day details. Setup Friday 26th, operating 27th and 28th. Club picnic 
is at 6 pm on Saturday 27th. 

KE8UAT brought up discussion on other meeting options, including Armco Park for July. 

Adjournment: Motion to adjourn by N8QF, seconded by W8RES, approved.	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Ernie, W8EH 

Editor’s Note - Take time to visit the DIAL website (link on the 1st page). Tim (WA8YXY) has posted some 
photo videos of a few events…Hamvention, Field Day 2026. 
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Editor’s Note - A big congratulations to Ernie (W8EH) for receiving the following award from the 
December ARRL 160 meter CW contest for being first in Ohio, in the Single Operator Unlimited, High 
Power class! Nice job!  

 

Field Day is up next!  Ernie shared that DIAL’s Field Day operation had more contacts and more points 
than 2025. Kudos to all who were there and participated!  He shared the details of the submitted report 
and the ARRL confirmation of the submission. I decided to include the entirety of the report (below) to 
showcase the work that goes into formatting that for the ARRL. (Thank you for your work, W8EH!)  
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Editor’s Note -  Ernie (W8EH) shared with me Bob Holmes’ (NN8M) adventure in POTA.  I dropped Bob an 
email and he sent the following note of his travels to all 50 states to activate one to multiple parks in 
some states! Without further ado, here’s the entirety of Bob’s story. (Note that he accomplished all 50 in 
three years…that’s a lot of travel! Thanks for sharing your story, Bob!) 

POTA (Parks On The Air) by Bob Holmes (NN8M) 

For the non-addicted, an activation is 10 contacts in a UTC day. Anywhere in a designated park. There is no 
shortage of designated parks. 

My adventure with parks on the air. - Ernie W8EH and Bob W8RES first got me interested when at a DIAL 
meeting they brought their portable set-ups and demonstrated them. (By the way, Ernie has more than twice the 
QSOs I have. My claim to fame is the 50 states.) 

My first activation 11-04-2022 at Hueston Woods SP. It's only about 5 miles from my house (Oxford). I also did all 
my testing of different equipment that I might use. I ended up using an FT-891, Wolf River coil and a 17’ whip. I 
started out using radials but soon went to Faraday cloth. It travels better and doesn’t get tangled. My Faraday 
cloth is 9’ X 3’. I switched back and forth and didn’t notice any difference. I didn't do any calculations. 

The more I did POTA the more I got addicted. I was soon taking my equipment everywhere I went and would do a 
park or 2 (or 5). I have kids and grandkids on both coasts and Alberta, so I have a reason to travel. Most of my 
POTA trips were part of another other trip. I got all New England on a trip to NY. I dropped Jan off with our family 
on Long Island. I drove home by myself and activated parks NJ, DE, RI, DC and WV and a couple of parks in OH 
for good measure. I got the west and northwest on just a POTA trip. I am also addicted to birding. I incorporated 
trips for both birding and POTA. 

In November of last year, I got my 49th state. I only lacked HI. Pota allows 49 states and DC as a wild card. But 
that wouldn't do so off to HI we went. A wedding to attend, birds I hadn't seen and my 50th state. 

Having completed my adventure, I feel a little lost. 

I have done 491 activations in the states. That’s not different parks. I have done Hueston Woods over 100 times. 
In addition to 50 states, I have also done activations in 4 Canadian provinces and Yukon Territory. My total qso’s 
is just over 10k. 

The pictures below show how I “suffered.” 

Bob 
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[Bob Holmes, NN8M] 
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